SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 8, 2024

Gospel: (Luke 3:1-6)
The word of God was spoken to John in the desert. He went about the entire region of the
Jordan proclaiming a baptism of repentance which led to the forgiveness of sins, as is written in
the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: “A herald’s voice in the desert, crying, ‘Make
ready the way of the Lord, clear him a straight path. Every valley shall be filled and every
mountain and hill shall be leveled. The windings shall be made straight and the rough ways
smooth, and all mankind shall see the salvation of God.”

Reflection:

John the Baptist urges us to “Prepare the way of the Lord.” Our culture tells us to prepare
for the birth of a Baby, an event that evokes wonderful feelings of warmth and happiness. But
John’s message of “repentance for the forgiveness of sins” suggests that we must examine
our lives in light of the salvation we seek. It is difficult to orient our lives, anticipation, and
preparation with balance and vision toward a glorious Christ who is yet to come. It is far easier
to prepare for a Jesus who is a sweet, innocent Baby. The gospel challenges us to take the real
events of our everyday lives—all the suffering and pain, all the anxiety and hopelessness, all
the joy and peace—and see them as means to recognize the presence of Christ to us. This is
what Advent is all about—recognizing the presence of Christ in our lives as salvation already
come. (Living Liturgy, p. 10)

Vincentian Meditation:

God speaks to us in all sorts of ways: through Scriptures, through his Church, but also through
all the events, great and small, that happen to us. Since most of our lives are made up of
very ordinary tasks which we must do each day, it is in these especially that the voice of the
Lord is to be heard. We make the mistake so often of expecting God to speak to us through
some great event or happening when, in fact, all the time He is speaking to us in all the small
events of each day. Sometimes in life we don’t know what to do. God lead us even when
our path changes radically, ends abruptly or is surrounded in darkness. By sitting
patiently and trustingly in prayer, we gradually see or feel his presence and guidance. It is
also true that God often uses the people and the happenings in our daily life to teach us
and lead us on the way we should go. Advent tells us to be attentive, to listen in patience
and peace.

Discussion: (Share your thoughts on the readings after a moment of silence)

How has Advent been a time of recognizing and finding the presence of Christ in your
life?

Closing Prayer:
Come Lord Jesus, give us the grace to,
-trust in your loving presence and guidance.
Come Lord Jesus, give us the grace to,
- “Make ready the way of the Lord.”
As we eagerly await your coming, come to all people
-especially the poor and the forgotten. Amen

patience g/‘ our Lord.

2Pt 3:15




